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          COMPARISON AND CONTRAST ESSAY: 

Similarities and Differences Between 

The Outsiders book and The Outsiders movie 

 
 

Step 1. Taking notes for your essay: After reading the book The Outsiders, and then watching the 

movie version, you will be able to identify many similarities and differences between them. While you 

are watching the movie you should take brief notes about the comparisons and contrasts you notice. You 

should try to find 10-15 comparison or contrast points to include in your essay, using the 

Comparison/Contrast Chart attached. You will divide them into three categories: 

 

 Plot – what happens differently or similarly in the movie compared to the book? Think of action, 

sequence, or events that were not included, added or changed in the movie. 

 

 Characters – Are all the characters the same in the book and the movie?  Do they look or act 

differently from what the book described? 

 

 Setting – where does the action take place? Does it look the same in the movie as you imagined or 

read in the book?  Think of geography, locations, buildings, etc. 

 

Step 2. Organizing and expanding your notes into sentences. After you have at least 3-5 similarities or 

differences for each category (plot, characters, setting), write comparison/contrast sentences using the 

Comparison and Contrast Words and Phrases (attached) for each point. Then try to explain why you 

thought each point was important. For example, you might write: 

 
In the book, Dally has very light blond hair, but in the movie, he has brown hair like everyone 

else. This was confusing for me. I think Dally should look different because he is an unusual 

character with a unique personality.   

Step 3. Organizing your sentences into paragraphs. Your essay should have 5 paragraphs: 

 Paragraph 1 (the introduction): Your first paragraph will be an introduction to your essay. You 

will introduce the sources for your essay, your intention (compare and contrast), and the categories 

you will focus on. 

  

 Paragraphs 2-4 (the body): In the second, third, and fourth supporting paragraphs, you will write 

about the similarities and differences in the Plot, Setting and Characters. You should try to explain 

why these points were important to you or to the story. 

  

 Paragraph 5 (the conclusion): In the last paragraph try to draw some final conclusion about the 

similarities and differences between the two versions. Are both versions “successful” in your 

opinion? Do the differences in the movie change the story for better or worse? (in a good way or a 

bad way) Do you understand the story better now that you’ve seen the movie?  



NAME_________________________Compare and Contrast Chart                CLIP @ Hostos Spring 2013  

“The Outsiders” 

BOOK MOVIE 
 

 

How are they similar? 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

How are they different? 

Plot 

Setting 

Characters

   (Book)        (Movie)  

 

____Dally - blond hair____________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

 

___C__ 

 

______ 

 

______ 

______ 

______ 

______ 

______ 

______ 

______ 

______ 

______ 

 

_______________brown hair______________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 
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Words and Phrases to Express: 

                       COMPARISON and CONTRAST  

 

 

WORDS OF 

COMPARISON 

 

 

EXAMPLE SENTENCES 

 

also The book has seven main characters and the film does also. 

and The book has seven main characters and so does the movie. 

along with The book, along with the film version, has seven main characters. 

as well as The book, as well as the movie, has seven main characters. 

both Both the book and the movie have seven main characters. 

equal The book and the movie have an equal number of characters. 

  

in the same 

way/manner 

The book describes many of Ponyboy’s memories. In the same way/manner , 

the movie has flashbacks of Johnny’s past. 

just as The movie shows Ponyboy having flashbacks, just as in the book. 

like The movie shows Ponyboy having flashbacks like in the book. 

likewise 
The movie depicts Ponyboy having flashblacks. Likewise, the book describes 

Johnny’s memories of his parents. 

  

same The time line of events in the movie and the book is the same. 

the same as The time line in the movie is the same as in the book. 

similar The time line of events in the movie and the book are similar. 

similar to The time line of events in the movie is similar to that in the book. 

  

  

 

 

 



 

WORDS OF 

CONTRAST 
EXAMPLE SENTENCES 

although Although Dally is a towhead in the book, he has brown hair in the book. 

but Dally is a towhead in the book, but in book he has brown hair. 

compared with In the book Dally has blond hair, compared with brown hair in the movie. 

differ Dally’s hair color differs, too. In the book it’s blond; in the movie it’s brown. 

difference One difference is that in the book Dally is blond, but in the movie he’s dark-haired 

different from Dally’s hair color in the book is different from that in the movie. 

even though Even though Dally’s hair is blond in the book, it’s brown in the movie. 

however In the book Dally’s hair is blond; however, in the movie it’s brown. 

in contrast to In contrast to the book, Dally’s hair is brown in the movie. 

in contrast Dally is a towhead in the book. In contrast, he has brown hair in the movie. 

instead Dally’s hair isn’t blond in the movie. Instead, it’s brown. 

instead of In the movie, Dally’s hair is brown instead of blond. 

-er/less/more than Dally’s hair is darker than it’s described in the book. 

on the other hand Dally’s hair is blond in the book. On the other hand, in the movie it’s brown. 

rather than In the movie, Dally’s hair is brown, rather than blond. 

though Dally has brown hair, though in the book, he’s blond. 

unlike Unlike the book, Dally’s hair in the movie is brown. 

whereas Dally’s hair is blond in the book whereas in the movie it’s brown. 

while While Dally’s hair is blond in the book, it’s brown in the film version. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Grammar Exercise:  Using Perfect Tenses in “The Outsiders”.              TEACHER’S COPY 
 

(Questions adapted from  http://cgwlit.wikispaces.com/file/view/OutsidersX.pdf  ) 

 

Answer the following questions in writing and share with the class on the board.  All the questions can be 

answered using one or more of these verb tenses: 

  

present perfect      *      present perfect progressive      *     past perfect    *     past perfect progressive 

 

GROUP 1 (Chapters 1-2) 

 

1. Why was Ponyboy alone on the street at night? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Describe Pony’s living situation since his parents died.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why were Cherry and Marcia alone at the drive-in? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Pony was surprised that he was getting along with Cherry and Marcia. Why? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What had happened to Johnny prior to the time of this story? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

GROUP 2 (Chapters 3-4) 

 

6. Why was Pony late coming home from the Nightly Double? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What caused Pony to "run away"? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Why were Ponyboy and Johnny jumped at the park? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

9. When Ponyboy and Johnny arrived at _________’s house, where was Dally? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Why does Johnny listen carefully to Dally’s instructions on how to get to Jay Mountain? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://cgwlit.wikispaces.com/file/view/OutsidersX.pdf


GROUP 3 (Chapters 5-6) 

 

11.  Why was Pony upset about getting a haircut? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

12.  When Dally finally arrives at the church, what news does he bring? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

13.  What did Johnny announce after his fifth barbecue sandwich? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

14.  Describe Johnny's relationship with his parents. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

15.  Why did Ponyboy feel responsible for the fire at the church? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

GROUP 4 (Chapters 7-9) 

 

16.  What additional problem did the three brothers face after Pony's return? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

17.  Why did Randy want to talk to Pony? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

18.  When Johnny's mother came to visit him at the hospital, why didn’t he want to see her? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

19.  Why wouldn't Cherry go visit Johnny? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

20.  Why did Dally feel partially responsible for Johnny's fate? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

GROUP 5 (Chapters 10-12) 

 

21.  Of what did Pony try to convince himself on the way home from the hospital? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

22.  What did Pony decide was the reason Dally couldn't take Johnny's death? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

23. Why would Pony have thought he was in Windrixville while he was delirious? 

________________________________________________________________________  

24. What was the result of the court hearing? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

25. How do we know Ponyboy will be all right? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 



Grammar Game : Perfect tenses “The Outsiders” 

 

 

Rules for “TIC-TAC-TOE True/False”  The Outsiders 

 

1. Have students make up t/f questions (including the answers) using perfect tenses. 

2. Collect the papers and divide the class into two teams.  

3. Draw a big tic-tac-toe board on the chalk board. Make one team X and one team O.  

4. Ask questions to each side, giving each student one turn.  

5. If the question is answered correctly, that students' team's letter (X or O) is placed in the box. 

6. If the answer is incorrect, no mark is placed in the box. The object is to get three marks in a row like 

tic-tac-toe. 

 


